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Teacher : Correct the sentence, "A 
bull and a cow is grazing in the field" 
Student :A cow and a bull is grazing 
in the field . 
Teacher : !)ow? 

Student : Ladies first.! 
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Sardar told his servant: ''Go and water 
the plants.?' 
Servant- "it's already raining." 

·Sardar- " So what? Take an 

umbrella and go" 

-0-
Sardar wins 20 cr from Rs. 20 lottery 
ticket. Dealer gave 1 l crafter 
deducting tax. 
Angry Sardar: "Give me 20 cr or else 

return my 20 Rs back" 
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CANADA IN THE MID-19SOs · 
·-Dr. Eknath Vyankatesh Marathe, 

'25, King's Grant Road, St. Catharines ,Ontario, ON L2N 2S1 Canada 

Phone: (905)-934-1796; Fax-(905)-934-9983. Email-emarathe@vaxxi~e.com 

called on Naples, Italy, instead of 
Marseilles, France. I was teaching at 
that time in the Deprtment ofPhysics, 
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, 
Ontario. 

Pay scale at that time, Lectu 
rer $5000-$6000, Department head, 
$8000-. $9000. At that time Ontario 
Agricultural College in Guelph was, 
the Agricultural Faculty of the Uni
versity ofToronto, before it became 
University of Guelph. 

research work, came to receive me 
at the railway station, and while 
traveling to the Hamilton city destina
tion, mentioned the hill on the left 
as "Mountain". The name sounded 
rather strange to me, knowing the 
elevation of the Pmwati hill in Pune. 

At that time, in most places 
in Canada, many families would not 
lock the front-door of their homes. 
There were no 400 series (four lanes) 
highways. Highway 2, which went 
from Toronto to Montreal, was a two 
lane highway. It took me about eight 
hours to goto Montreal from Guelph 
by my small EnglishAustin car to meet 
my wife m1d daughter. There was no 
Trans-Canada-Highway at that time, 
going from Ea:st coast to West coast 
of Canada. The ga.S (petroleum) was 
30 cents an Imperial gallon ~hich i.s 
a little larger than the American gallon. 
The air port in Toronto was called 
Toronto airport. It was named much 
later as Lester B. Pearson Ai~ 
Terminal after Canada's. prime
minister. 

.At that time the Indian gro
ceries available wear rice, wheat 
flour, niasoor dal, potatoes, onions, 
garlic, beans, butternut, spinach, 
pumpkin. For bas an, we used to go 

· to Toronto to buy ·chickpee flour 
from Lobardi 's Italian grocery shop. 
Turmeric powder, muster seeds, chilli
powder, bay leaf, table salt, and some 
other spices, were available in small 
bottles, as they are still available now. 
One day, sqmebody in the depart
ment mentioned to me that a grocery 
store in Stratford, Ontario, had some 
Indian pickles. Following SatuTday, 
we went to Stratford and got Bede
kar's pickles, Mango, Lime and 

c 



Chile. Store had them because there 
were few retired British army officers · 
settled in the area, who bought them 
on a regular basis. 

In the fruit area, apple, pears, 
peaches, grapes, lemons but not 
limes; bananas and oranges were 
rare, available mostly at the Chrismas 
time. 

There were no air-condition
ers, automatic washers or dryers; the 
only washing machine available was 
hand roller-wringer type. Not many 
people had television sets. 

The cost of a loaf of bread 
at that time was about 12 cents. The 
milk containing 0.1 percent, 1.0 per
cent, 2.0 percent fat was not avail
able. Only milk available was homog
enized milk was about 18 cents a 
quart. This milk contains about 3 per
cent fat compared to water buffalo's 
milk which contains about 8 percent 
fat. In most places milk in glass 
bottles, cheese, eggs, bread, heavy 
cream, sour-cream, were delivered 
to homes by the milkman using the 
horse carriage, as a means of trans
portation. He would place your or
der everyday, in the small cupboard 
located next to the back door of the 
house. Butter available at that time 
was salted; it was not the proper one 
to make ghee. There were no Indian 
grocery stores in Toronto or Hamil
ton area but somehow we managed 

In 1965 I bought in St. 
Catharines, a three bed room bun
galow built on a 65ft x 170ft lot with 
garage, front porch, full basement, fire 
place, andfruitcellarfor $27,500.00, 
with $3000.00 down payment. We 
still live in this house, before that for 

four years, we were renting a three 
bed relatively much smaller house fo~ 
$150(CAN) I month rent. 

In the back yard, we planted 
fmit trees: two Apple trees, Ida Red 
and Northern Spy; one Apricot, one 
Peach, one Plum and two Pear tre~s. 
The Pear trees Bose and the other 
Bartel variety were planted much 
later along the side fence. This is 
known as Espalier system in which a 
tree does not grow vertically up and 
become a big tree but grows on the 
fence as a vine. We found that the 
tree in such a system produces lim
ited amount of fruits just enough for 
a family to enjoy the fresh fruits.right 
from the tree. The work involved in 
the early spring is pnming, spraying 
with dormant spray (Mixture ofliq
uid sulfur and mineral oil). When the 
blossom is over, again spraying with 
fruit spray. When the fruits are of 
smaller size in their growth, thinning 
is required to increase the size of the 
remaining fruits. 

When 'Ye bought the house, 
it had two big trees in the backyard. 
One was about 40 years old Moun
tain Ash and the other 70 years old 
American Elm. In a few years we had 
to cut down both trees. Mountain 
Ash died because of lack of proper 
water supply. W-hen a new clevelop
ment is established by a builder, the 
water table changes and that affects 
the previously established trees in the 
area. The Elm tree died because of · 
Dutch Elm Disease, a virus that came 
from Europe and spread all over the 
American Continent. Very few large 
Elm trees have survived. We planted 
a hard maple tree in the back yard 
and a red maple in the front yard. The 

city planted a Canadian lime (Lin
. den) tree in the city area of the front 
lawn. Both of these trees are now 
full grown and give good shade to 
·the front and back yards of the house. 

We have two 11ft x 11ft 
flower beds in the back yard, along 
with flowerbeds along the three sides 
of the house. We also have a vege
table garden in which we grow from 
time to time, Okra (Bhendi), Ridg
ed gourd (Dodaka), Bitter Mi1an 
(Karle), Tomato, Eggplant (Wangi 
of three different types), Peppers 
(Sweet and hot), Fenugreek grass 
(Methi), Beans, Coriander (Selanto, 
Kothirnbir), Summer Squash (Dudhi 
Bhopal<i), Rhubarb, Cucumbers, 
Carrots, Butternut Squash, Kohl-rabi 
(Nawalkol), Aalu (Edo bulbs impo
rted from West Indies). We freeze the 
produce and store them in the vertical 
freezer in the basement This storage 
we use till almost up to the end of the 
following summer of the following 
year. In doing all this physical work 
is involved but we enjoy working in 
the fresh air. Lately we had to cut 
down Peach, Apricot and Plum tree, 
because after 3 0-3 5 years their fruit 
producing life generally ends. 

We never used herbicides or 
any other chemical spray or chemical 
fe1tilizer in our vegetable garden. We 
made our own compost by campo
sting tree leaves that we always 
collected in the fall and raw vegetable 
garbage that came from the kitchen. 
The beauty of the organic compost 
is, a plant takes the amount of nutrient 
just enough as required and when it 
is required. 

In the case of most of the 
vegetables every year, my wife Suniti 



grows the seedlings by planting seeds 
in small plastic containers at the end 
ofFebruary of each year. We get the 
seeds from th~ seed catalogues. This 
is done in the basement under 
fluorescent lights with the timer to 
control the time period every day that 
the seedling is exposed to light. The 
advantage of growing the seedlings 
is we can try different varieties of 
vegetables. The seedlings are trans
ferred to the cold box in about end 
of April, kept outside the house. Cold 
box is generally of the size of sandbox 
with a glass cover. This is done to 
avoid the shock the plants ~xperience 
if trans-planted in the vegetable 
garde.n. 

.aeronautical engineering in late 40s 
(at that time neither University of 
Poona nor Indian Institutes ofTech.: 
no logy did exist). In those days very 
few Universities in United States and 
Canada offered a degree in aero-

. nautical engineering. I did not know 
that he was located in Toronto after 
obtaining the degree. He is no more 
with us. 

There were some Indian 
graduate students at our college 
doing work in Agricultural Engi
neering,Agricultural Economics, and 
Soil Science, and time to time, 
Colombo Plan candidates used to 
come to the college from different 
parts of the British Commonwealth. 

In winter for many years we 
There was no government 

had to clear the ·drive way and the · 
health care system; we had to pay the 

side walks by shoveling the snow by 
medical expenses on our own. When 

snow shovels; then came scoop to our son San jay was born in 1960, we 
avoid the lifting of the snow and just h d t ~ 11 a· 1 · s a o pay 10r a me 1ca service . 
pushing the snow. In the 70s came Afterthedeliverywhenmywifecame 
the snow blowers. 

home in three days, she had to get to 
For First 2-3· years there was house work, because a help in the 

no Maha- rashtrian around that we housework is expensive in Canada; 
knew of. There were not many of course I helped her and I still do. 
Indians in Hamilton or in Toronto. It was not very common for the 
Very seldom one could see an Indian parents of the expectant mother to 
walking along the street ofHarnilton come to Canada or U.S. for help in 
or Toronto or any town of Ontario. the house at the time oft.he delivery, 
By. accident one day, we came to which is _common these days. This is 
know that Shri . Ram Tamboli was not a criticism but an observed 
working as an aeronautical engineer fact. 
in Toronto at the Boeing aircraft 
factory. I knew him sine~ my days in 
Fergusson College; he was senior to 
me by a few years. After obtaining 
M.Sc. degree in Spectroscopy from 
University ofBombay, he had come 
to State University ofRutgers, N.J. 
in the United States, for a degree in 

In those days, life in urban and 
. rural Canada was relatively much 
quieter and s~fe, than what it is now. 

"Those were the days my 
friends!!" 

-0-

LAUGH IT .AWAY !!! 
Ramakant Vidwans(p.620) 

An engineer dies and reports 
to the pearly gates. St. Peter 
checks his dossier and says, "Ah, 
you ' re an engineer- you ' re in 
the wrong place." 

So, the engineer reports to 
the gates of hell andis let in. 
Pretty soon, the engineer gets 
dissatisfied with · the level of 
comfort in hell , and starts 
des igning and building 
tmprovements. After a while, they 
have got air conditioning and flush 
to ilets and escalators, and the 
engineer is a pretty popular guy. 

One da , God calls Satan up 
on the t leph one and says with a 
sneer, 'So, how's it going down 
there in hell?" 

Satan replies, "Hey, things 
are go mg great. We' ve got flush 
toil ets a ir condi t ioning and 
escalators, an d there 's no telling 
what this engineer is going to 
come up with next. " 

God replies, " What??? 
You 've got an engineer? That's 
a mistake - he should never 

·have gotten down there; send him 
up here." 

Satan says, "No way. I like 
having an engineer on the staff, 
and I'm keeping him." 

God says, "Send him back up 
here or I' II sue ." 

Satan laughs uproariously 
and answers, "Yeah, right. And 
just where are YOU going to get 
a lawyer?" 

90 
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Customer: If I post this letter tonight , 
wi ll it get to Delhi in two days time? 

Post Master: Yes sir, it definitely will. 

Customer : I bet you, it won 't. 

Post Master : Why not? 

Customer: It's addressed to Mumbai. 
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with best compliments from 

GREAT OUTDOORS 
Business Features 

* Camping Equipment * Adventure sports 
equipment 

* Adventure Holidays * Tailormade bags 
* Servicing and repair of soft and hard luggage 

Shop No.JO, Sunshine heights, 
Gyan Mandir Roa~Opp Jain Mandit; Dadar-Vft 

Mumbai 400028. 
Tel. (022) 65178100 I (022) 25422072 

email: sanjosi@ yahoo. com 
website:www.greatoutdoorsindia.com 
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<ajit.marathe@gmail.com:> 
maratheparivar@yahoo.co.in 

5-11-2007 
I'm more then happy to 

· see the web version of Hitguj!. 
Reading the new edition was 
really no stalgic . While in 

· India , I used to read every 
edition ofHitguj . 

My parents are planning 
to attend the Chitpavan meet 
this December, and hilVe been 
attending the Marathe events 
as well. Evynts like this, help 
increase the bonding amongst 
us . 

Sadly though, the Gen X, 
as we all call ourselves have 
not been able to be a part of 
such events. 

This is my third year in 
US , and I always feel Like I 

need to do something for 'my ' 
people. Marathe Pratishthan 
appreciated my achievements 
in the lOth & 12th Board 
exams and I'm indebted to 
the organization. 
Regards, 
Ajit (Minneapolis, MN) 

Our Reply: dt.l0-11-2007 
Thanks for your kind 

words of appreciation. Kindly 
let me have your full name and 
address to locate you precisely 
in our record as you know 
there are many "Ajits" .I will 
try to meet you in the Maha 
Sammelan on 23rd December 
2007 , if You inform me in 
advance. 
S G Khambete for 
Maratheparivar 
Ajit's Reply: dt.10-11-2007 

My address in Indi a 
is, 18 Ganganagar, Curti Panda 
Goa 403401. 

I'm in US currently and 
will not be on an India trip 

this December. 

AjitMarathe. 

Our open Reply to Ajit 
1-12-2007 

Tqankig you again would 
· look too fonnal against your 
honest expression of gratitude 
towards Marathe Pratishthan. 
I , just congratulate you ~6r. 

your progress . I appeal to all 
our past scholars to look back 
similarly to us from whatever 
'Heights ' they have scaled up 
in life. 

. Th ose 'Marathes ' i.e. 
Kapi Gotri Chitpavan Brah
min (Konkanastha) who have 
not yet become our members 
need to be located in our 
kulvrittant published in 1992 
which now needs to be up
dated. I am a co-editor of our 
House Journal "HITGUJ" 
published quarterly from my 
residence in Mumbai. This 
issue and also the past 4 is
sues from No 68 to 71 are now 
made available also on website 
' www.marathepratishthan.org' 
clicking on MUKHAPATRA 
on the opening page. Inter-

. ested parivar members are in
vited to contribute articles/ 
views for publication . 

Please pass on this infor
mation to all NRI Marathe 
Parivar members and request 
them to e-mail us, stating 
FULL Name, DOB, and Ad
dress as also their Local (In
dian) Address, Phone, etc. 
· You are cordially invited 

to become our regular member. 
Wishing you a Happy 

New Year 2008 

Regards 

S G Khambete, 
Mumbai phone022-26836994 
(Details available in thi s Jour
nal-HITGUJ- at the foot of the 
cover page. 
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